
 
 

 
 

December 14, 2017 

During the two week period of November 27 – December 10, 2017, 142 respiratory samples were sent for testing in the 
Microbiology Laboratory at SickKids.  This was similar to the previous 2 week period (n=147).  A total of 93 specimens 
(65.5%) were positive for RSV (26), influenza A (3), influenza B (1), rhino/enterovirus (39), parainfluenza virus (4), 
adenovirus (7), hMPV (7), coronavirus (5) and bocavirus (14) by multiplex PCR.   In the last two weeks, the number of 
positive influenza specimens increased slightly though still remains low.  The number of positive RSV specimens remains 
the same and the number of positive rhino/enterovirus specimens decreased.    

 
 
Influenza activity in Ontario for the week of November 26 – December 2, 2017 was higher compared to the 

previous week. There were 44 influenza cases reported this week (36 influenza A and 8 influenza B).  Provincial percent 
positivity is low for influenza A and influenza B, at 6.4% and 0.7% respectively. Of the 27 influenza A positive specimens 
for which subtyping was available, 92.6% (25/27) were influenza A/H3N2.  Rhinovirus was the most common circulating 
non-influenza respiratory virus, with provincial positivity at 14.5%. 

Since September 1, 2017, a total of 45 patients were tested for MERS-CoV; four patients were tested during 
week 46. All patients tested to date were negative for MERS-CoV. Five patients who had risk factors for avian influenza 
have been tested since September 1, 2017; no patient was tested during week 46. Avian influenza was not detected in 
any specimen tested. 
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/ServicesAndTools/SurveillanceServices/Pages/Ontario-Respiratory-Virus-Bulletin.aspx 

The WHO influenza update of November 27, 2017 indicated that overall influenza activity was increasing in the 
temperate zones of the northern hemisphere and decreasing to inter-seasonal levels in the southern hemisphere. The 
majority of influenza A subtypes reported to FluNet by 84 reporting countries from October 30, 2017 to November 12, 
2017 were H3N2 (78.6%). 
http://www.who.int/influenza/surveillance_monitoring/updates/latest_update_GIP_surveillance/en/ 
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